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88 both from Scripture and Divines, that they 

enter immediately after Death into a State of Jo 
and” Felicity with Chriſt; but more compleatly 1 
at the Reſurrection and Second Coming of Chriſt. 
-Abſtracted from the Works of the learned Mr. Flavel, 
Mr. Baxter, Dr, Gregory, Dr. Tos Dr.Watts, &c. 
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VIEWS BEYOND DEATH: 

, „ 4 Bins an inQuitnyY CONCERNING | 
The Nature; State, and Happineſs of the 
& Souls of Believers after Death, 


A 


4 


- * 


4 \ CHAP. I. Of the Nature of the Soul. 
1. | H E foul, ſays Mr. Flavel, is the moſt 


_ .& wonderful and aftoniſhing piece of divine 
workman ip; and it is no hyperbole to call it the 
breath or eſſence of God, ® for when God firſt fotmed 
man out of the ground, he breathed into his noſtrils 
ng breath of life, and man became a living foul,” 

r | 
. 2, ** The ſoul, ſays St. Auguſtine, is God's off- 
Pings not in reſpect of its ſubſtance, but in quality, 
even ſo far as it was adorned by him, with divine 
gifts, and therefore called God's image, in reſpeQin 
the whole man; but more eſpecially the ſoul crea 
of a-ſpiritual.and immortal eſſence z conſiſting; of, and 
endued with» three ſupreme faculties, the memory, the 
unagindiion, and the will; and yet but one foul; 
a/ſymbol of the Trinity in wy ; and when the 

y. falls by death, the ſoul, or ſpirit (eſpecially of 
the righteous): returns again into the eflence of God 
who gave it,” ſee Ecelef. xii. 7. SEA 

3 ©* Of the ſouls capability of active bleſſedneſs 
immediately after ſeparation from the body.” The 
ſoul of man being a ſubſtance, and not depending in 
its being on the body W thing; ſo thete can be 


no reaſon aſſigned wh 


s- 


(458; * | 
the ſoul's ſelicity ſhould be 
delayed till the reſurrection: And it is à great miſtake 
in ſome, who think that the ſoul is capable only of 
focial happineſs in partnerſhip with the body ; ad the 
opinion of others, of the ſoul's reſting with the body 
in a ſtate of ſleep till the reſurxection, as it was ſaid 
of David, and ſome of the patriarchs, they fell aſleep, 
4. The ſoul receives not its perſections or activity 
from the body, but can live and act out of the body 
as well as in the body, yea, and much better, having 
then its perfect liberty, diveſted of that heavy incum- 
brance which only clogged and fettered it. Doubt- 
leſs, ſaith Tertullian, when the ſoul is ſeparated from 
the body, it comes out of darkneſs into its own pure 
and perfect light, and quickly finds itfelf à ſubſtan- 
tial being, able to act freely in that light, and 
participate of heavenly joys.” A teftimon "of this 
fort I have juſt received of a gentleman, one Mr, 
Joſ. Reyner lately deceaſed, - who, in his laſt mo- 
ments, though on a bed of ſickneſs and pain, was 
in ſuch raptures of joy, that he ſaid he felt no pain 
at all, but declared that he was then in heaven, 
meaning his ſoul; and that he heard — 1 muſic, 
as of angels ſinging moſt melodiouſly,” and would 
join with them, as he did in the words of a ſweet 
hymn; with „ Hallelujah,” &e, and his foul ſoon 
departed in that moſt triumphant manner. This 
aecount is related by the Rev. Mr. Elliot, who 
preached his funeral ſermon, 1762. Likewiſe ſeve- 
ral other ſuch inſtances of the foul or fpirits of the 
godly,” who have exceedingly rejoiced juſt before 
their leaving of the body, are mentioned by Mr, Fla- 
vel, Mr. Baxter and others. N 
.-  Thro' Chriſt we enter into reſt,” t. 
And triumph over dent.. ear 
15 | | | | o. 
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Whoe'er would be completely bleſt 


lauft truft to Chriſt by faith, 
— —_— —— — _ 
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Of the Soul's happy Exiſtence in an intermediate 
State, or Paradiſe, immediately after it leaves the 
body, proved from ſeveral Texts of Scripture, and 
from the Teſtimonies of eminent Divines. 


HE firſt ſcripture which favours this doctrine, 

is the ſtory of Dives and Lazarus, related by 
our Lord himſelf, Luke xvi. 19-31. Though this 
ſtory, like many other of our bleſſed Lord's inſtrue- 
tive leſſons, ſeem to be only a parable; yet, from the 
free converſation they ſeemed to have at ſuch a diſ- 
tance, the one lifting up his eyes in torment, the 
other in Abraham's boſom; we may learn from this 
parable, as is alſo believed and confirmed in the writ- 
ings of many good men, that as the rich man ſaw and 
knew Abraham and Lazarus, ſo ſhall every one of us 
aſſuredly fee and know, perfectly, all of our moſt dear 
and moſt diſtant. friends and relations in the other 
world, to our great comfort and ſatisfaction. 

The thief on the eroſs is another proof of ſuch a 
ſtate; our Lord ſaid unto him, Verily, to-day thou 
walt be with me in paradiſe,” Luke xxiii. 42. doubt» 
leſs, in a. happy ſtate, releaſed from all that bitter 
pain and anguiſh which they both endured on the 
croſs, and from all the troubles of a wicked world. 

The next is, St. Paul's account of his wonderful 
revelation, and alſo of his earneſt defire afterwards, 
« to depart this life and to be with Chriſt,” Phil, i, 
23. Alſo St. John in his Revelation, chap. iv, g, 
10, 11. Where he ſpeaks of the ſouls of the martyrs 
| A 2 under 


„ 
under the altar; which ſtrongly confirmeth the doc- 
trine of an intelligent ſtate of the ſoul, and confutes 
a very groſs error of thoſe who ſuppoſe that the ſoul 
ſleeps with the body, as before obſeryed. 


Some further Proofs of the Soul's Felicity aſter 


Death, from the Teſtimonies of ſeveral eminent 
Divines, / 


beg leave to make one materi-1 obſervation, viz, 
hat notwithſtanding the light we have through the 
preaching of the bleſſed goſpel to lead us into the 
truth and knowledge of our ſalvation, yet all are not 
believers who call themſelves ſo; which is a common 
notion with moſt profeſſing chriſtians, both within 
and without the pale of the church of England; 
« they all die (as it is expreſſed in our burial ſervice) 
in a ſure and certain hope of the reſurrection to eter- 
nal life, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c.“— 
And yet, alas! how very few of thoſe, perhaps not 
one in twenty, have ever rightly and ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered, that the ſoul's happineſs or miſery will be- 
gin immediately on its diſmiſſion from the body ! hap» 
pineſs to thoſe who die in the true faith of Chritt, 
and miſery to all thoſe who die in fin and unbelief, 
4 For as the tree falleth ſo it lies.” © He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlaſting life; and he 
that believeth not on the Son ſhall not ſee life, but the 
wrath of God abideth ,on him,” John iii. 36.—viii, 
42. and that for ever and. eyer, ** There is no te- 
pentance in the grave.” 


Ba before I proceed to theſe proofs, I would 


In order to corroberate the happy ſtate of the ſouls 
of believers after death, I have ſelected a few remark- 
able p:flages from the following divines, And, 

_ Firſt, The Rev. and learned Dr. Gregory, in 2 
| | diſcourſe 


* — TY IS XY e WW 2 - 


| N. | 

diſcourſe on the Reſurrecton, has theſe words, 
„ When our earthly part falls aſleep the ſoul is then 
moſt awake ; the body's night is the ſoul's day. In 
the ſleep of death, the body indeed is dead, becauſe 
of ſin, yet the ſoul is moſt alive; being then delivered 
from, that heavy incumbrance of the body, it begins 


to be a ſoul to itſelf, enjoying its own reflections, and 


looking upon the inviſible things of God with more 
delight,” 2 p 
« And this delightful life (ſays Dr. Taylor) the 
ſoul begins to enjoy immediately- on his departure 
from the body,” | | | 
Secondly, The Rev. Thomas Watſon, miniſter of 


St. Stephen's Walbrook, in his Chriſtian Charter, 


ſays, © The ſouls of the elect hall enter upon 


poſſeſſion immediately after the death of the body ;” 


as I gather from St. Paul's words, 2 Cor. v. 6—8. 
« Knowing (ſays he) whilſt we are at home in the 


body, we are abſent from the Lord; we are willing 


rather to be preſent with the Lord.“ 


Some ſay the ſoul ſleeps in or with the body 
till the morning of the reſurrection. But the opoſtle 
here plainly confutes this opinion ; for if the ſoul be 
abſent from the body, how &Ean it be ſaid to ſleep 
with it? there is an immediate tranſition and paſſage 
from death to glory, The ſoul returns to Godwho 
gave it,“ Kceleſ. xii. 7. 

Thirdly, Another great witneſs of theſe truths is 


the divine Dr, Watts, in a funeral ſermon preached 


on the death of a worthy friend, from theſe words of St. 
Paul: „And to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect,“ 
Heb. xii. 22 In which dilcourſe he ſpeaks largely 
on the bleſſedneſs and city theſe happy ſpirits en- 
joy in the preſence of Chriſt, © Where they behold. 
him without a veil, and are changed into the ſame 
image from glory to glory,” 1 Cor. iii. 18, * Now 
af theſe words, ſays he, are applicable to the ſtate of 

* grace 
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8 ] 
e here, more ſo to the ſtate of glory, where they 
ce Chriſt as he is, and are made perfectly like him, 
which is true concerning the ſtate of ſeperate ſpirits.” 

Fourthly, The learned Dr. Gill, in a diſcourſe 
upon thoſe glorious manſions which Chriſt has pro- 
miſled to his people, ſays, ** that the ſouls of the righ- 
teous e after they leave the body, ſhall be 
conveyed away by miniſtering angels into the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt, and the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fect, and ſhall be for ever with the Lord to beheld 
his glory. 

The ſpirits of juſt men, while upon earth, reſide 
in tabernacles of clay, which they know muſt ſhortly 
be diſſolved ; but they have“ a building not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens,” 2 Cor, v. 1. 
A place, yea, a kingdom prepared for them from be- 
fore the foundation of the world,” Matt. xxv. 34. 


John xiv. 12, 


Where they ſhall ſee Chriſt's glorious face, 
And triumph in his ſov'reign grace. | 


Laſtly, The pious and learned Mr. Baxter, in 
ſame of his thoughts on the laſt things, from Phil. i. 
23. © Having a defire to depart and to be with 
Chin.“ WES 53% 

From which words, ſays he, we may gather, 
that not only Paul, but all true believers when they 
depart this life ſhall be with Chriſt where he is; and 
that to be with Chriſt is far better than to abide here 


in the body, if God ſee fit. 


1. © I ſhall firſt briefly conſider what theſe words 
ſignify ; © to be with Chriſt,” And we have many 
texts that confirm us that we ſhall be with him where 
he is, as before obſeryed, John xii. 26.—xvii, 24. 
Now to be with him, at leaſt, can mean no leſs than 
1 ſtate of communion and participation of felicity ; 


and to believe ſuch a ſtate of happineſs to departed 


ſouls 


=- 


n 
fouls is of manifold neceſſity or uſe; for if ſuch a 
doctrine be not ſoundly believed, a man muſt live be- 
- fide or below the end of [his life; nay, he muſt have 
a falſe end, i. e. he muſt be uncertain what ſhall be 
his end. | 
2. * But God (bleſſed be his name) has not left 
us merely to the light of nature. The goſpel revela- 
tion is the cleareſt and ſureſt foundation of our faith 
and hope, of a better end; for Chrift hath brought 
life and immortality to light by his coming, 2 Tim, 
i, 10. and by his ſuffering and dying for us, and b 
his riſing again, he hath conquered death, and hat 
opened a ſure way to the Kingdom of heaven ; and 
hath alſo moſt expreſsly promiſed “ eternal life to all 
that believe on his name, and that they ſhall never 
periſh, but have everlaſting life; and that becauſe T 
live ye ſhall live alfo; and I will raife you up at the 
laſt day,“ ſee John vi. 40—44. Xil, 26. xvii. 2. 
Rom. viii. 35, 365. gn 

. As his word is full of ſweet and comfortable 
promiſes of our future glory at the reſurrection, ſo 
we are not left without ſome aſſurance, that at death 
our departing ſouls ſhall enter upon a ſtate of joy 
and bleſſedneſs, as Chriſt expreſsly ſaid to the penitent 
thief on the croſs, ** To day ſhalt thou be with me 
in paradiſe;” a ftate of joy and reſt, Luke xiii, 42. 
„„ N 

4. As a further proof of our future happineſs, 
our Lord commended his ſoul into his Father's hands, 
and was in paradiſe before he aſcended up into hea- 
ven; which manifeſts unto us what ſhall become of 
our ſouls when we die ; for our bleſſed Lord promiſed, 
ſaying, ** Where I am, there ſhall my ſervants be, 
ſee John'vi. 54. xii. 26. 1 John iv. 5. Luke xvii, 
2 Rom. xiv. 7 A | | 
And ſeeing there is ſuch a bleſſed place N 
for our reception after death, well might St. Paul da- 


fire 


. the 
and t 


I 


frre to depart this life, that he might be with Chrift ; 
which, as he ſaid, is niuch-better than to ſtay here. 


This chiefly refers to the ſtate of the ſoul immedi- 
ately after the death of the body; yet that faith and 


hope (ſays Mr. Baxter) have a certain future happi- 


neſs to expect, which is certainly very deſirable ; 
for not only Paul, but every truly believing child of 
God deſires to depart and to be with Chriſt where 
be is; and although St. Paul, without doubt, was 
fully perfuaded that his. foul, immediately on its 
leaving the body, ſhould be admitted into the pre- 
ace of Chriſt ; yet this was; but the ſmalleſt part of 

is hope of happineſs, he had a further view, a hope 
full of immortality.; that ** when Chrift, who is our 
life, ſhall appear, then, ſays. he, ſhall we alſo appear 
with him in glory,“ Col. 1il. 4. For I have fought 
ood fight of faith; I have finiſhed my courſe; 
ere is laid up for me a erown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge ſhall give me in 
that day (the day of his ſecond; coming); and not 
unto, me only, but to all them alſo that love and 
look for his appearing.” This was alſo the comfort- 
able hope and expeQation. of holy David, who ſaid, 
„ Thou ſhalt guide we mich thy. gounle, and aſter- 
ward receive me to thy glory, Plalm Ixxiii. 24. 

That glorious place of thine abode, . 

| Where I ſhall ſee my Saviour God, 

Idan Join with thy ſaints in heav'nly-lays _ 
| 0 ing thine eyerlaſting praiſe, _ 
Now if ſuch are the bleſſed privileges and comfort- 
able hopes and aſſurance of all God's dear believing 
people, of a happy immortality with Chrift, &c. 


| what encouragement ought this to be to alf poor 
loitering chriſtians to preſs forward, and to give all 
J election ſure, 


diligence to their calling an 
2 Pet. 1. 10. For many are Called, but few. cho- 
ſen,” Matt. xx. 16. ; 5 7 2 
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Of the Reſurrection and ſecond Coming of Chriſt. 


« The dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt,” x Theſſ. iv. 16. 


OW as there are many ſincere hoping chriſtians 
N who do not fully believe that their ſouls at 
ezth will go immediately into the preſence of Chriſt, 
&c, but that they are rather willing to ſtay till the 
morn of the reſurrection for the completion of theit 
felicity both of body and ſoul; I ſhall therefore, for 
the ſatisfaction of ſuch, attempt a ſhort deſcription 
of the reſurrection and ſecond coming of Chriſt, &c, 
And notwithſtanding there are many in our, days, 
as well as there were formerly, who do not believe 
in the reſurrection; yet that there will be ſuch a day 
we are well aſſured from the word of God, Job be- 
lieved in a reſurrection, Job xix. and the prophet 
Daniel alſo teſtifies of that day, Dan. xii. 2, And 
our Lord teſtifies the ſame thing, ſaying, ** The dead 
ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God and come 
forth,” John v. 29. and Matt, xvi. 27, xix. 28, 
Rev, xx. 12. And St. Paul alſo teaches a reſurrec= 
tion both of the juſt and unjuſt. Acts xxiv. 17. (tho? 
not both at the ſame time) * For all ſhall appear be- 
fore the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, and every one ſhall _ 
give an account of himſelf to God, to be judged ac- 
cording to their doings,” Rom. xiv. 12. And St. 
Paul, who was full of faith for the ſtrengthening of 
his brethren, gives us a moſt lively, but wonderful 
deſcription of the reſurrection, and how our bodies 
ſhall be raiſed up, not as natural, but ſpiritual bodies, 
1 Cor. xv. 52. Matt. xxiv. 30. The Lord ſhall 
deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt,” (All who have died in 
faith, particularly the apoſtles and martyrs, &c. who 
8 | n 8 ſuffered 


. 


other) ©* ſhall be changed” ( 
of body and ſoul), and ſhall be 5% up together 


( 1223] {| 4 


| ſuffered for the word.of God, and the teſtimony they 


bore in the world for Chriſt, joyful news indeed ! 
Then we which are alive, and remain on the earth, 
i. e. all who are of the family of Chriſt (and none 

ſhall undergo a change 


with them,” ſuddenly, “to meet the Lord in the air, 
and ſo ſhall be for ever with the Lord,“ 1 Theſſ. iv. 16, 
17. | And Chriſt ſhall be glorified in his ſaints, ** and 
we ſhall ſee him as he is, and be changed into the 
ſame image fiom glory to glory,” 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
Chang'd from glory into glory 
By tbe Spirit of our God; 
We ſhall caſt our crowns before thee, 
Praiſe thee in thy bleſt abode. 

And further, we ſhall not only ſee Chriſt in his 
exalted ſtate, with thouſands of ſaints and angels, 
but we ſhall ſee Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and all the 
prophets and apoſtles, &c. And for our greater feli- 
cit, we ſhall ſee and perfectly know all our deareſt 
and neareſt friends and relations, all who have been 
ſo bleſt of God as to attain to that ſtate; and we ſhall 
all be of one heart and mind, and ſhall love one another 
with a perfect love: For the kingdom of heaven is 
love.“ And laſtly, we ſhall ' all be of one language 
and ſpeech, and ſhall learn that new ſong of Moſes 
ſinging praiſes and hallelujahs to God and the Lamb 
for ever and ever. | | 

Lord grant that I a happy part may have, 
When thou ſhalt raiſe my body from the, grave, 

With theſe, thy happy ſaints, thy lovely, 456 to ſee, 

And praiſe a triune God to all eternity. Amen. 

This is a ſhort deſcription of the firſt reſurrection; 
namely, of all thoſe fouls who have believed in 
Chriſt, and of all ſuch ashave ſuffered for his name's 
ſake, Rev. xx, 4. which the beloved diſciple John 
thus addreſſed, . ſaying, ** Blefſed and holy is he that 

ö hath 


reren 


13.1, 
hath part in the firſt reſurrection, on ſuch the ſecond 
death hath no power, but they be kings and priefts 
of God, and of Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him 
a thouſand years, Rev. xx. 6, ** but the 'reſt of the 
dead lived not again (were not raiſed up) till the 
thouſand years were finiſhed,” ver, 11, 12. _ 

Now this happy period, called the Millennium, 
has been long ago foretold by all the prophets, ſee Pf, 
xxiii. I, 2. Iſa. xi. 9, 10.—xl. 11. Ezek. xxxiv. 23. 
Rom. viii. 20. xi. 25. Rev. xx. 4. And this period 
comes in between the firſt and ſecond reſurrection, or 
laſt judgment, ver. xi. 12. So that 1 0 ſigns fore - 
told in the fcriptures, 2 Theſſ. ii. 8, 9. Hoſ. vi. 5. 
Rev, ii. 16. a falling away from the faith, denying 
the Godhead of Cßeitt, infidelity, &c. and by the 
computations of the learned, we know and believe 
that the time of Chriſt's coming is very near at hand, 
much nearer than many believe. F 

| The Millennial year | 

 Rufhes on to our view, and eternity's near. 

And we (who believe in his coming) are bid to 
look up, for our redemption draweth near,” and 
we ſhall fee the Son of Man comeing in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory; and he ſhalþ; 
ſend his angels with the loud found of a trumpet, and 
he ſhall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven. to the other, Matt. xxiv. 31. 
(both the living and the dead), ** for all ſhall hear 
his voice, and come forth to meet their Lord,” John 
v. 25. and they ſhall be one fold under one Shepherd, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and they ſhall live and reign 
with him on earth a thouſand years, Rev. xx. 6. 

* There is, ſays Dr. Newton, in his notes on St. John's 
Revelation, a tradition in the houſe of Alias, who lived 
about 200 years before Chriſt, that this world was to con- 
tinue 6000 years, viz. 2000 before the law; zoo under 
the law; and 2000 under the goſpel; of which are now 
paſt 5787 ; ſo that on this reckoning, there are only 213 
years to come. | | This 
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This, this is that heaven we ſoon ſhall enjoy, 
Where pleaſure aboundeth which never can cloy j 
With faints in Chriſt's kingdom ſhall meet to adore 


One God in three perſons, when time is no more. 


Lo! he comes with clouds deſcending 
Once for favoured ſinners ſlain: 
«Thouſand thouſand ſaints attending, 
+ {+ , . Swell the triumph of his train: 
0 l HFallelujah, hallelujah, 
e e cn earth ho e 


% = 


This is a, brief deſcription of thoſe glorious man- 
ſions which Chriſt has prepared for his dear believ- 
ing people, according to his promiſe, John xii. 26. 
xiv. 1, 2, Likewiſe for every one Who ſhall here- 
after believe on his name. Believe on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved,” Acts xvi. 31. 

O my dear Readers! what a comfort as well as 
encouragement, ſhould thoſe inviting words be to 
every unconverted man toendeayour to ſave their own 
ſouls, 'to eſcape the torments of hell, and to be made 
partakers of the joys of heaven through faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt ! For note, As there are but two ſorts of people 
on earth (in God's account); namely, the righteous 
and the wicked, i. e. bel/tevers and unbelievers ; ſo there 
are only two places appointed of God for their re- 
ception aſter death, that is, heaven or hell; for thus 
it is written, “ The righteous. ſhall be received into 
the kingdom of heaven, Matt. xxv. 34. The wicked 
ſhall b. turned into hell, with all that forget God,” 
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DIE AL axv NOMINAL CHRISTIANS 
OF ALL DENOMINATIONS. 


V ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do them, CHRIST, 


OW rich the grace, when Gon, wich pitying eye, 
Beheld fall'n man in dreadful ruin lie, 

End, ſinking to th* abyſs of woe profound, 

Wid, © Save the rebels, I've a ranſom found ;” * 

y bear the curſe and pain in ſinners” ſtead, 

The woman's Seed ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head:”+ 

Ihe Sox, th' eternal counſel to fulfil, 

ve, and accompliſh'd all his FaTHeR's will $ : 

De Srin'r of grace to ſinners hearts reveals 

Ihe heav'nly news—the heirs of promiſe ſeals. 

Thus faithful, true, wiſe, holy, juſt, and good, 

LMIGHTY LOVE. hath to his purpole ſtood : 

Inhurt, amidſt the rage of fiends and men, 

choſen ſeed on earth doth yet remain, 

n whom the SerriT's quick'ning pow'r hath mov'd, 
nd drawn to love the Logp, who them firſt lov'd F. 

hro' each revolving age, the Gop of Grace 

he Gop of Love appears to Adam's race: 


* Job xxxiii. 24. Hoſ. xiii. 14. + Gen. iii, 15. $ PC. xl. 7. 
eb, X. 7. 1 John IV. 10. 1 
Patriarchs, 


2 1 
Patriarchs, prophets, miniſters ſent forth 
To call th' ele&, and liſp the Saviour's worth: 
Thrice happy land, where goſpel glories ſhine ! 
Hail, favour'd Britain ! for that bleſſing's thine. 
While myriads live where goſpel light ne'er ſhone, 
Worſhip dumb idols, form'd of wood and ſtone *, 
How bleſt our lot, in England to be born, 
Where Heav'n's beſt gifts the human mind adorn ! 
Lord, give us grace to prize ſalvation's day, 
And ne'er to fin our priv'leges away: 
May Gop till ſpare this ingrate, finfl land, 
And deep repentance ſtay his vengeful hand ; 
Oh may he not our candleſtick remove, 
But ſtill impart the ſweets of covenant love ! 


SINcE popiſh errors back to Rome return'd, 
Truths brilliant taper hath with luſtre burn'd ; 
Long have bright ſtars in this bleſt iſland ſhone, 
Diſpens'd the myſt'ries to themſelves made known; 
A hoſt of worthies Þ, like bold champions, ſtood 
Unaw*d, and taught, midſt perſecution's flood, 
Gop's word, and ſeal'd their meſſage with their blood: 
Like zealous paſtors too Þ have ſince declar'd 
God's will to men, nor cruel threat'nings fear'd. 
This age hath many taithful ſhepherds known, 

In W b, H—y, R Ek, H——n, 
With more of Church and of Diſſenting name, 
Who've not ſhunn'd Gop's whole counſel to proclaim, 
What cauſe have we to bleſs and praiſe the Lozp 
For heav'n- born ſcribes, well-tutor*d in the word, 


* Pf, xv. 4—8. + The Reformers. t The FR 
Wi 


Du 


13 1 

no boaſt not human wiſdom, poor and vain, 
Nut, taught of Gop, his Se1zIT's mind explain! 
cje&t man's weak devices, forms, and mode, 

Jad ſhew the good old way our fathers trod“: 
heſe read not Moles” precepts F to the throng, 
While the dry morals freeze upon their tongue; 

ut preach ſound truths, by chriſtians underſtood, 
hat Cyr IS T's the wiſdom and the pow'r of Gop : 
T hat grace's work, by breath divine begun, 

luſt by God's pow'r alone be carry'd on 

His WorD and SPIR'T the ſtrong man arm'd defeat, 
Ind lay the humbled ſoul at Jesv's feet; 

ill him with faith's pure joy, and cauſe to know 
EMANUEL's love, which makes a heav'n below. 
Freſh lab'rers, Lorp, into thy harveſt ſend, 

To ſound ſalvation forth, till time ſhall end; 

ET hoſe honour'd ſervants F too, whom thou doſt move 
T'affiſt thy cauſe, own, bleſs their work of love; 
Into their hearts thy choiceſt bleſſings pour, 

Till ſtars in heav'n they ſhine for evermore ! 
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Bur *midſt great goſpel light and high profeſſion, 
How few God's love and grace have in poſleſſion ! 


n. 16. + It is a melancholy conſideration, that much 
nodern divinity conſiſts in propounding the law, inſtead of Cuxisr 
the end of the law to believers. Legal preachers revive the ex- 
loded and abſurd popiſh doctrine of merit; whereas the moſt pure of 
ill God's rational creatures (much leſs the fallen part) can claim 

im. o reward for any act, nor exceed the line of duty marked out for 
nem, could they even ſtrictly perform all the divine commands. 
| The C of H. the Bible and Evangelical Socigrizs, and other 
reſpeftable and pious perſons, whom the Loxp hath ſtirred up, col- 
leftively and in a private capacity, to promote the ſpreading of the 

ns. Pure goſpel in England and elſewhere, 
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Search ev'ry congregation, yet how few 

Know their true good, or, knowing it, purſue |! 
The greater part, alas! unchang'd remain, 

Nor once reflect they MusT be born again“: 

That as young babes they muſt the truth embrace, 
Or they in heav'n can ne'er ſee Jesvu's face. — 
»Tis not enough that notions float iꝗ'th' head, 


But CarisrT's diſciples muſt be his inDEED ; 


For true religion ever was the ſame, 

A real, ſolid good, that's more than name: 
If men like angels could both preach and talk, 
Yet if in godly paths they do not walk, 

*T will be moſt dreadful in that ſtate to dwell, 
Since hypocrites will have the hotteſt hell. 
Profeſſors' falls both on the left and right 
Should earneſt cries in all our hearts excite, 
That we, rebellious oft, and apt to ſtray, 
May be preſerv'd, by grace, in duty's way; 
Find ſtrong ſupport thro? tribulation's rcad, 
And walk in paths that lead our fouls to Gov. 


Wno the dire fate of formaliſts can know, 
Plung'd from the gate of heav'n to endleſs woe 
From hearing ſermons, and approving well, 
Driv*n with the devils and the damn'd to dwell ! 
For all who ſpeak, as well as they who hear, 

Ere long muſt ſtand before God's judgment-bar ; 
Gop grant it may'nt be ſaid to me or you, 

% Depart, ye curſed, whom I never knew !” + 
Look now for grace your ſtate aright to know, 


And, that you may, to Gop for wiſdom go; 


* John iii, 7. + Matt, vii. 23. 


His 


lis 


Wuar's this vile world, if you could gain the whole, | 
That never-dying ſpark of vital breath, 


Think what a price immenſe Jenovan gave 
From ſhame and woe man's deathleſs foul to ſave ; 
If join'd to CnRisr, *twill happy be with Gop; 

If not, have endleſs pain in hells abode : 

EF rail man here little wants, tho* much he crave, 

He ſoon his duſt muſt render to the grave; 

FT hen if you have not CHRIS your ſoul t adorn, 

Wihetter, far better, had you ne'er been born: 


And Cnxisr to know and love, your higheſt joy 
In empty ſhadows never ſeek for bliſs, 
Our future life muſt be begun in this.— 
While harden'd ſcorners haſte to meet their doom, 


1 


is holy Sr ir he will freely give, 


Dad all who aſk will light and life receive; 
Wight to behold their filthineſs and fin, 
And life t' obtain the Saviour form'd within, 
That Heart and Bible Chriſtians you may be, 


And CrurIsT in all his excellency ſee, 
Believe the record Gop of him doth give, * 
And from his fulneſs grace for grace receive, + 


When ſet in competition with the ſoul, 


hich ever will exiſt as found at death? 


Its care be then, while here, your chief employ, 


Nor will ſeek help to flee from wrath to come, 
Beg now your part in Gop's dear Son to know, 
That life and health i into your ſoul may flow : 


. 1 John v. 10, 11. + John i. 16, 
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expecting to receive 


Be much in pray'r “, 


doch gift and grace that Cuxis r ſtill waits to give 
- Fatfpraying ſouls will never want their food, 


Gon lays of ſuch, I' ſurely do them good.” 1 


BRLIEVE the Lok, fo ſhall you ſtabliſh'd be, 
His prophets,” and you'll find proſperity : 
Under the wofd, let mental pray'r aſcend 
To mercy's throne, for pow'r the truth t' attend; 
That Gop's dear miniſters, with fluent ſpeech, 
May ſoul-enliv*ning doctrines always preach ; 
The SP1k1T's grace apply the joyful ſound, 
And rich, ripe fruit in ev'ry heart abound ; 
Give vital faith which works by holy love, 
And makes our feet in ſwift obedience move. 
Then the bleis'd ſubjects of redeeming grace | 
Will look to Jzsvs, and his footſteps trace $, 
From ſtrength to ſtrength will go, the prize in view, 


In humble, waiting faith, their courſe purſue ; 


Self-crucify*d, expect from Him alone 

All righteouſneſs, and precious blood t'atone. 
Oh may we all into this Saviour grow ||, 

And, but his leve, nought ſeek or wiſh below; 
As heav*n-bound pilgrims, run the chriſtian race, 
Till we in glory ſee his lovely face; 

There ceaſeleſs praiſes give to his ſweet name, 
And ſing the ſong of Moſes and the Lams ! 
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* 1 Theff. v. 17, Eph. vi. 18. . Matt, vii. 7, 4 

1 2 Chr. xx, 20. 8 Rom. xiii. 14. Eph. iv. 
Happieſt they, who have the mind, temper, and ſpirit of the me 
and lowly Jzsvs.; ſuch ſhall epjoy;prefent and eternal reſt in lin 
June 1, 1786. CHRISTOPHILUS [ 
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